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NOBILITY. and GENTRY, Ge. 


* HEN I reed en the Meade of this At- 
vs tempt; when I confider what an Appearance 
of Vanity and Preſumption it muſt carry, for 
one in my low Spher 
ther, Men of diſtinguiſhed Birth, Learning 
and Wiſdom, in order to hear his Sentiments upon Matters 
of the higheſt Importance; I own I need many Apologies, 
and more Art than I am Maſter of, to conciliate your Favour 
at my ſetting out, and obtain an indulgent Attention to that 
which I have to propoſe. On the other Hand, when I con- 
ſider, that what I have to offer, appears to me to be of the 
utmoſt Conſequence to the Good of this Country, and when I 
look round this Aſſembly, Lam n encouraged to proceed; ſecure 


of your Approbation and Afliſtance, if what I have to ſay be 


founded in Reaſon and Truth; certain of Indulgence and Par- 


don, for the Sake of the Intention, ou oy Jug 
PT. 10 en 


But [have fill a a more Wa Motive to my oats Un n- 
dertaking ; ; a Motive which will not ſuffer me to be ſilent 
without being criminal: For what I have to propoſe is not 
with a View merely to contribute to the Service of my Coun- 
ry, but to prevent the . of an Evil, which may pro- 


e of Life, to invite toge- 
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1. . with his bad a Grace a Declaration of this Sort 
muſt come from the uth of fo mean a Member of the | 
Commonwealth: 1 know it will. be Taid, Who made you a. 
Judge of theſe Matters? Why ſhould yo pretend to be wiſer 
than the reſt of Mankind? Or how are you ir intitled to meddle 
with Affairs ſo far above) ab Reach? Such, 1 know, will 
be the Voice of the World. It was for this Reaſon that I 
wiſhed to deliver my Thoughts firſt: before a ſelect Aſſembly; 
who will hear with Candour, and judge without Prejudice; 
who knew that the greateſt Things haye often taken Riſe 
from ſmall Beginnings; and that Providence has. frequently 
uſed the meaneſt- Inftruments to bring about the greateſt 
Events; who will confider the Merits of the Matter [laid be- 
fore them, without Reference to the Perſon who delivers it: 
whoſe Determination, in ſhort,” on account of the high Eſti- 
mation in which they are held by the World, muſt be final 
with regard to me, as it certainly will be with reſpect to the 
Public. Such an Aſſembly, 'F: ay,” I wiſhed firſt to appear 
before; and would to Heaven my Wiſhes, with regärd to the 
Point I have in TOY were at N ee, wal that” 


* 


„ 
kf 7 175 
* * 


Br as this Gill in Nee [Mraſire Kel your Breaſts; I ſhall; 
n farther Preface, enter upon the Matter in Hand; only 


firſt moſt humbly entreating you to believe, Whatever may be 
the Iſſue of the Attempt, that my only Motive to it was a Senfe 
of my Duty: In ſuch a Caſe, before ſuch Judges, that Thought 
may not a little diſſipate my Fears; as I can be under nõ Ap- 
prehenſion of Cenſure, tho" x ſhould Ne vs n : 
not to merit po ea | 
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(3) 
1 fad that the chief Motive-whith ſpurred-ime on at * | 
- this Anat, was the Apprehenfion that this Country may 
probably be ruined, if ſpeedy and effeclual Nicatis are fiot uſed 
to prevent it. And as this is to ariſe from à Cauſe which has 
but lately made its Appearance, whoſe! Operations ate not im- 
mediately perceptible by us, being in another Kingdom ; whoſe 
Progreſs has been rapid in a ſhift Space of Time, tho! it has 
5 eee been taken notice of, not Siren us the leaſt Alarm; 
and conſequently 
| tou Vece SI7 piers Ing, of wal the Diſcovery known. 
I think it my Duty therefore hutnbly | to Tay before you the 
Grounds of theſe my Apprehenſions: Wherein Ipretend to no 
extraordinary Sagacity, nor elaim any farther Merit than what 
a Traveller might do, who, accidentally paſſing over an high 
Hill, ſhould diſcoveran approaching Storm, of which no Symp- 
tom might appear to the Inhabitants of the Vale. And indeed 
che Knowledge I obtained of this, was owing to ſome Caſual 


'2 Obſervations made 1 duri 1 7 8 late Reſidence of two Years 


8 * be 25 by a; wh RO any thing of the State 
| < Ireland, that one' of the chief Sources 2 the Miſeries of 

this Kingdom, is the Number of Abſentees. This has. been o -- 
eaſioned by many Cauſes, too obvious to need being mentioned: = 
Nor are thoſe Cauſes likely to abate ſuddenly of their Vigour. 
But if to theſe there ſhould be added a new Cauſe, more pow- 
erful than all the reſt; that ſhould not only encreaſe the Num- 
ber of Abſentees, but, in Time, make the Faſhion almoſt ge- 
neral, thro our Nobility and Gentry, there is no one ſo ſhort- 
ſighted, who muſt not immediately ſce, that this would bring 

e 1rret; enable Ruin of this My” 


| B Cn 


( 6 ) 
That tack a, Cauſe has begun to operate moſt;p j1 powerfully, 


4 cannot be doubted by any one, who has had an Opportunity 


of knowing, hat Swarms of young Gentlemen have been ſent, - 
within theſe: few, Years,” from Ireland; to receive their firſt Ru- 


5 diments of Learning in the great Schools, of. England. From 
the beſt Information I could receive, there are upwards of an 
hundred from this Country. now at Weſtminſter and Eaton; be- 
ſides Numbers at other Schools of Eminence. Whereas it is 


not many Vears fince there were but four Boys 1 Ireland at 


MHeſtminſter, and not more at Eaton. Should this Faſhion there- 
fore continue to encreaſe in the ſame Proportion (and there are 


powerful Reaſons to believe that it will, unleſs proper Means 
are uſed to prevent it) what muſt the neceſlary Conſequence be? 


Will not the greateſt Part of our Nobility. and Gentry receive 
their whole Education in Exgland? For they who are trained 


in their Schools, will certainly finiſh their Courſe of Studies in 


their Univerſities. And what is to be e expected from young 
Men, who leave their own Country tog early in Life, to have 
any Love for it, grounded upon rational Principles; whoſe 


waxen Minds receive their firſt and deepeſt Impreſſions in an- 


other; whoſe, firſt Yeats of rational Life are there employed, 
there form their Ardenne. their Friendſhips, and their ſo- 


cial Ties? W at, I ſay, is to be expected from them, but that 
they will look upon that as their Country; there fix their Set- 


tlements, where their deareſt Connections are, and, by marrying 


into Engl; iſp Families, make a perpetual Alienation, not only 
of themſelves, but of their Poſterity for ever, from their native 


Country? And, when we reflect alſo, how many ſtronger. In- 


ducements on other Accounts, how many more. powerful Al- 
lurements they will have to detain them there; and that, in 
Fount of W they r plead an equal Tie to the Mother 
Country, 


th. 


Country, v we © ſhall have the more ae to believe that fuch will 
. Fo Fon, : 


: Should ae Ouſe be Ap what ew muſt bs the Condition of 
this. unhappy Kingdom? Not only drained annually of its 
Rents, without any Return, but deprived of thoſe Members 
who have it moſt in their Power to contribute to its Advance- 
ment; and whoſe Preſence and Encouragement are abſolutely 
neceſſary to diffuſe a Spirit of Induftry thro' the People. What 
indeed is to be expected, but a gradual Decay of all the noble 
Improvements made by the unwearied Efforts of a truly Pa- 
RIOT SOCIETY | Such as cannot be matched, in an equal 


Space of Time, in any Age or Country | And a Reſtoration: of 


the Poverty, Miſery and Barbariſm, in vos the IN of Jh 
: n ſaw this Land immerſed? eee 


15 TIRE a Bote of 1 ello is not h with ende 
at the Thought ? Is there a Man born here, is there one who 
eats the Bread of Ireland, is there.one who conſiders the true 
Intereſt of England, who does not with the Prevention of ſo 
great an Evil? Certainly there is not. The true Way to pre- 
vent it is, to examine into the Cauſes of the Increaſe of this 


anl. bas and then to of gn eg the W to thoſe 


9 
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As I adds it my Buſ neſs to 3 Eo many 3 up- 
on the Subject, whio choſe to give th. Sons an Engliſb Edu- 
cation, I found there were two different Motives to it, chiefly: 
urged by different Perſons. The firſt was, a View to laying: 

the Foundation of their Sons future Fortunes, by the Oppor- 
tunities which they ſhould have of forming early Friendſhips | 
with the Sons of great Men, who _ have it in their 


ron 8 23 


n W and . bore. / | 
| With reſpe&t to the firſt of theſe. Morte, 8 are no 
very bad Conſequences to be apprehended from it; becauſe, 


in the firſt Place, were are few likely to be ſent upon that 
Principle, but younger Brothers, or ſuch as have their Fortunes 
to make: Who, if they ſhould ſucceed in their Deſign, world 


probably be ſent back to us again, as Promotion by Means of 
Intereſt on the other Side of the Water might be obtained with 
much more Eaſe in this Kingdom, than in England. In the 
next Place, this Motive is not likely to be either general in its 
Influence or of any long Duration. The great Expence at- 


tendin g a School-Education in England, w will deter moſt Pa- 
rents from ſending, their younger Sons, upon ſo precarious a 
Proſpect; and as its Foundation is rather chimerical, it pro- 

bably will not ſtand long. For in Truth it is no other than 
this; the late caſual Riſe of a few to high Employments, 


wholly attributed, though very erroneouſly, to Friendſhips oon 
tracted at School. So that the Diſappointment which is 


likely to attend moſt of thoſe, who proceed upon this N . 


* wil St rs an End to ths drag: 


But if the ſecond Motive be well Sacde, ant ſhould 7 
rate accordingly, there is every Thing to be dreaded from it. 


Ik. Parents of Rank and Fortune are once thoroughly per- 
ſuaded, that they cannot obtain a good: Education for their 


Sons in this Country, they probably will, and certainly ought, 
to l them to that Place in which the beſt can W procured ; 


L | nor 


Pore to promote them as they advanced Le and e 
themſelves into Power. The ſecond was, the want of pub. 
lick Schools of Reputation in Jreland, and the great Cha- ; 
raters, which the preſent Maſters of the — ä in 1 


1 

EY. we 

RIES 
1.4 : 
* 


I 
1 


7 99) 

nor can n they anſyer. it to their Duty to do otherwiſe. That 

ſach- an Opinion has of late pretty generally prevailed, is a 

| Matter of too great Notoriety to need any Proof. No one can 

- te ignorant of i it, who has heard the Subject ſtarted: Or if it : 

was requiſite, there is a glaring, melancholy Proof, in the 
Numbers of youn g Gentlemen from this Country, who now] 
adorn the Schools and Colleges of England; to the Depopula- 

tion of the moſt excellent Univerſity of Dublin. For what- 

ever Cauſes may have been aſſigned for the late remarkable De- 
creaſe in the College of Dublin, in point of Numbers, that is 
evidently the true one. An Education begun at JFefminfter or 
Eaton, will of courſe be finiſhed at-Oxford or Cambridge; and 
nothing can be more clear, than, that in the ſame Proportion 

as thoſe Univerſities are increaſed in their N umbers en this 

| Kinghan, that 25 Dublin mult decline. PIA. SS TO 3: 155 


* ; , 
75 * e F, . * . 


1. is to he oY 1 thee Reaon. lanes. Foe "Fei "Ga 
their Conduct in this Reſpect, is but too well founded. It i is 
certain, that we have no public Schools of Reputation in Er- 
land, notwithſtanding there are many. large Endowments ; too; 
latge indeed, which has probably been the Occaſion of their | 
Ruin. For the Poſſeſſors of them, finding their Stipends ſuf- 
ficient to furniſh chem. not only with the N eceſſaries, but 


= and ſs Prefer a. State of Eaſe aud Tranquility, to the 6 
4 troubleſome Diſcharge of one of the moſt laborious Employ- 
ments in the World. It is certain alſo, that the publick 
Schools in England never: were in ſuch high Reputation, and 
probably never had Maſters of ſuch: diſtinguiſhed Abilities, to 
preſide over them. It therefore cannot be a, Matter of Won⸗ 
der, whilſt ſuch a great Diſparity remains; that the Preference” 
thould be given to them. 4 would *. here be underſtood to 
1 * Alert, 


iſ, hk hers ere no 8 4.5 f gen dhe) be 
many; and Wyk Have a perſonal K Owfedge oa felw Mat- 


ters 158 e wap "qualified t6 tiſcharge that impbitant Office, 
But ftin they 'are at te Head of private Schdols only, and their 


Reputätiofr ts! proportiotiably' clreurhſttibed; they depend 
_- 6h che Neigttbourti6od för Supplies, aich on che Re- 
C tror x ofa few Friends to whom theif Merit is is Known. 


tance; or whe are unatquainted wit tllelr Characte fe On 
width accoutit Parents in general, not having ſuffetent Rea- 
ons for # Preferente//are contentedd to take Gp with tat Schoof 
which happens to be neafeſt tö them; to 12 Heikle are the 
rather induced, both from the- Cheapneſs of "the 'Fducation, 
and arr Opportunity of Kiying their Children bra u 9 50 
their own Eye. And When it is! Known, that thee far grea 
| bj umber of theſe Maſters are not ſuch, as have been beben 
into this Employment, on account” or their Tulchts; or ſuch 
* voluntarily undertook it from a Conſciouſneſs of their own 
Abilities, with a Proſpeck of making x Figure in that Sphere ; 


but ſach;* as Having, im ſpite of Nature, beet rage through 1 


| an Vniveifity' Efucttion” and finding then\{elvet aſl "taking 
a Degree, without Timereſt or Pee of an 

fort ced to have Recoutſe to that Way of Ele to Hs fart vin E; 
3 the Education of young: Gentlemen, Untter few Prece; ptors, 


Cannot fail of producing very bad TRY, and bringing a & 
| feral DEA on the Schools f Hen, 


85 71 8 6 N "of J ſil 2 a 


From What M bach fa, it is obvious*that! nothing can p 


155 * Stop to that: growing: Evil! whoſe Conſequences are fo much 


to be dreaded by us, but ſuch * Reformation in Gur Schools 


as will put them at leaſt upon an equal footing with thoſe in 
5 une But i, at the lime Time, a Method could be found 
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out, 


Thi ban Bare but Titf? Effect on thofe who tive” at any Di- 
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Gut, wbereby net obly chat Point igt Ee effe@ted,” but W 
while Sytem of K Educki6h Mond be rendered mofe complete, 
in every Branch, chan is tw be found” ect" in the reſt of the 


Britiſh Dominlons, or in any Part of Eure : no one will beſi- 


tate to allow, tat this wbb not only put an End to all Ap- 


prehenfivns; of Rum, from” thd Cine beforditficationied;! But 


would be the mot! pech aniff probgbhe Mead bb ki this 


Courtry fourlth, "of or raſh g1 * td 4 Sale er Beda, Weak, 
and Tower. 71 | 5 1 


Fir 
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I "47 3 10 829% rin dy ih oh Pri +: 385 1104 Tui 701 in 


The grell and ice Bight! 1 8 0 il is! Gene ate 


| 7 4. 1 : Los Mol kertkable ones “ Whether a 


% ie Nation has any Thing neartr at Heart than the Hllirtu- 
tion of their Tout 2 Whether! it would not be worth while to 
* eſtabliſh Bere d Mat? 6fTitcvathte 50 nd any in Europe; and 


I Fhether 5 would not be a furs ; 1 of u Men 
00 Money into gur Ccuncky?“ mu * nt 547 


H 2 24410 14 3 x fi: TY 5 


„Nor wot this W n e 9 n may * 
4A AHA, We Have altes one" Parr of Bdubatlon 


(and thlat tg0 & moff Effe oe) in as Egk Hegree ef Per- 


fection, as perhaps could have been contrived by the Wir of 

Man. I mean that Part which is obtained in the College of 
Bulnm, fem ede Tinte of Entränte, 16 ite Time of making 
4 Batthelor's Degtee. ; Nothing can he centeibec mort: and 
lent than the firff Plan of that Part of tlie Syſtem; in Point of 


Theory, and Deſign; | but ih Point öf Execation:and PAice, 


it has rectived unebmmon Life and Vigour bythe late ad mira 

ble Tiffitutibn*of Prachiums: „ Whoſe" Author, had! lie 

- 12 cone any Thing farther” to the Gcod of his 
= 2 g c Country, ; i 


* e . Pl falleming Pal; = ua 9's — e 5 


; it was omitted upon ſeeing that the 860 l 


might offend bis Delicacy. 
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have been held in Reverenge by lateſt 
© unwearied and diſintereſted, Endeavours, durit 8 N 6185 ourſe ; 
c of Vears, of this truly good Man, in a Variety e of Branches, 46 
« to promote Induſtry, and conſequently the Welfare of "this | 


© reſpect, to. a, ingular Honour pid. te a. + Fellow Citizen, 
c . (lurely not: with more Reaſon) and 1 that, like them, ve e 


2 . 2 
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Country, would haye deſerved immortal Honour 222 my. 
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95 Kingdom; and the Benefits Which inf 18 re- 


4 -fulted. to the Community, have made man many of of, t the good 
that ; along talked-of Scheme has not 
c e hitherto been put in Execution: That we might not appear 


e * People of Treland ſorry, 


© inferior i in Point of Gratitude to the Citizens of London, with 
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© knowlegement..to our general Benefactor; and I am ſure 
7 there is not one here, who does not. 10 * ſympathize with 


me, as readily oo Pardon the Beeten, But to return to. 
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be found, that the preſent Courſe: of Education i in the College 
of Dublin, is in itſelf ſaperior to that of any in Europe - of the 
ſame Kind; and if it has not manifeſted itſelf ſo to the World ) 
by its Fruits, it is entirely owing to two, Cauſes; the firſt is, a 


Neglect of that Part of Education which is preparatory to it; 


the ſecond, A total Ways: of that Part which AIRS finiſh the 
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G From the firſt of theſe Cauſes very bad Conſe- 


: quences muſt follow,. and the End of that excellent Inſtitution 
be, ina great Meaſure, defeated. For if young Gentlemen are 


not well founded in Latin and Greek, when they enter the Col- 


lege, the Tutors muſt. of Neceſſity take upon themſelves the 
Office of Schoolmaſters „ with the double Labour of unteaching 
them vicious Habits, as well as ſetting them right. Thus a 


great Portion of the Time, which ought to be employed in 


acgdemic Studies only, muſt be giyen up to reſtore what was 
1 previouſly loſt at School; to the great Hindrance of a due Pro- 


greſs in the Sciences taught in the College. Nor indeed are the 


early Impreſſions, with reſpect to School-Learning, eaſily to bo 
changed. If the Plant be not properly moneda in the Barker, | 
it wil bi ever S good Tree. es 


1 the 1 of theſe Cauſes, the Want « e Places. 


to finiſh the Education of a Gentleman (a Defe& under which the 
| Engliſh labour as much as we) it is a Doubt whether all the 
pee Evils as theſe nin do not flow. 
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3 8 that thels't two Defeats, were 3 


that the Schools were put upon as good a Footing as thoſe of 
our Neighbours, and rendered ſuitable Preparatives to the ex- 


cellent Syſtem of the College; and that afterwards a Method + 


ſhould. be found to finiſh the Education of a Gentleman more 


completely here, than in any of the Academies abroad: muſt 


it not be allow d that this would be the moſt effectual Method 


of keeping our Youth at Home; as there could be no Doubt |: 
in ſuch a Caſe, but that the whole! Syſtem of Education here, 
would be more eee * n in the: GAR World? ©. +: 
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of mere InpOrtA e, and real Uſe te Brig Siebjetts; this 
all the reſt; if the Study of the Pigh/Þ Language Went Hand 
in Hand with thoſs of Grrecr and Rome, and the long loſt Art 

ef Otatery were revived, (the great Utility of which F all 
not now expatiate on, as T have aÞeady giver ny Thoughts 

upon that Point to the Public) cam there be arty doubt that 
we ſhould not only detain our owtr Tout at Fibttie, bot chat 
we ſhould draw Numbers froin different Nuurters of een 

| to receive Or acer here, either in ole, or in Patt? To 
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- Would dt net der end beiche lere of the n . 
. men of Scotland and Wales; I mean fuck as would otherwiſe = 
ſend their Sons to England for Education, to give this Country 
the-Preference,. where "Eng and the Arte of Speakin Swodld 
 be-ſyſtemntically-taught; without v ich Experience ff ys it ir 
impoſſible they cam ever get tlie better of their firſt Ae 
Pronunciation? ee of tkoſe Countries nowã 
lament the Want of ſuch an Opportunity in their early Days, 
when-they: find*themſelves- diſabled, on Ateotin of that Be- 
fect; from. making: ſuch a Figure in publiek Afſembkes, as: 
their Talents, Knowledge; and Literatute would'otherwife ine 
title them: to? and can O. ſuppbſe thut, had they an 
tunity, they would not endeavour to remedy a Deſetr in their N 
Was mp APA any themſelves? Is it not 
* confitleriripiony Situation, that weſhould: 
be-ſuppliad wickidbombers from Amuricu, and the BeH C 
Janiesi Abroad ef] When we reflect thit the Form of i 
the Briti/h Conſtitutio i is eſtabl ned ĩm moſt of them; and“ 
that a Knowledge of the Engh/h Language, and Oratory, are 
* neceſſary to them, to Make a Figure in their ſeveral 
Aſſemblies. 
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| Name of Projects; to the Idea of Project, that of ill Succeſs 
is aſſociated; and this generally puts a Stop to the Progreſs of 
any Deſign, to the Completion of which the Concurrence of * 
Numbers is 'neceſſir; ary. And yet, on- the other Hand, what : 
would be the State. of this Country at this Day, -were it- not 
for Innovations? Were it not for the Execution of neẽwẽũ 
Scheints, which at firſt might have paſſed for Projects, for 
mere Chimeras of the Brain; but afterwards were realized, 
and obtained more honourable Appellations from Succeſs. And Et 
indeed, as all Improvements: in a Country muſt ariſe from the 
Introduction of new Arts, or new Methods in thoſe which 0 


were before eſtabliſhed, it is a Pity that the Bulk of Mankind + 


are ſo prejudiced againſt Innovations. To this, as I ſaid before, ; 
the ill Succeſs of Schemiſts has chiefly contributed, by infuſing ; 
a general Doubtfulneſs, which is of all others the greateſt 
Drawback upon Action. And this ill Succeſs has not ſo often 
ariſen from any Defect in the Scheme itſelf, as the Want of 
weighing the proper Means, and the Power that is requiſite to 
put it in Execution. For the Utility of a Deſign to the pub- 


lick Good may be feen and acknowledged by all the World. 


and yet be not at all the nearer being reduced to Practice. T he 
Author may be praiſed, and his Ingenuity commended; and 
yet he will be claſſed among the Projectors, if the Scheme go 
no farther than Theory. To the Succeſs of any new Plan de- 
ſigned for publick Benefit, two Things are chiefly neceſſary: „ 
Firſt, the Goodneſs of the Deſign itſelf; and adly, the Power 

to execute it. Where theſe two coincide, or are met in one 
and the ſame Perſon, Succeſs i 18 ſure. But where the Execu- 
tion depends upon others, the beſt and moſt uſeful Deſigns 
may, and often have fallen to the Ground. And this, of all 


"a "— has been the moſt fruitful Source of Diſappointments: 


For the Authors of thoſe Schemes are 1 to build too much * 
upon 


9 


67 


upon "their acknowledged Veility to the publick Good, and to 


ſuppoſe that the World, for their own Sakes, will put them i in 
Execution; But they might have learned better, by attending 


to the old Proverb, That what is every one's Buſineſs, 13 nobody's 


"Buſineſs. Suppoſe, for Inſtance, that a well concerted Plan with 
Reſpect to Education, were laid before the Publick; that all 
Mankind ſhould not only acknowledge that nothing could 
contribute more to the Welfare and Proſperity of this Country. 


in general, and of each Individual in particular, but alſo that FR 
the Scheme itſelf was to the laſt Degree feaſible, and eaſily £22 


"reducible to Practice. Would this enſure the Succeſs of it? I 
am far from thinking that it would. It might for ſome Time 
be a Topic of general Converſation ; every one would wiſh it 


* Succeſs, and when it was blown over, 598 25 fay it it was a kr 


it! was not pitin into Execution.” 


What bee d 1 be as 808 a likely K Method to Wake 
boch a Deſign proſper? 1 know but of one, which Experience 


in the like Caſes has warranted ; a Method to which the chief 


Improvements in this Country, in other Points, have been ow- 


ing; I mean an Union amongſt Gentlemen of Fortune and 
Vncderſtanding, to promote the Scheme with their Intereſt, 
their Counſel, and perſonal Attention to it, in its Progreſs. In 
; ſhort, a Society abi ſhed for the Improvement of Education, upon 


the ſame Plan with the many other excellent Societies now 
ſubſiſting in this Kingdom. And ſurely there never was one 


begun upon a nobler Principle, that would anſwer more ex- 


cellent pay. or Water greater Honour c on its Members. 


1 


This! is ſo Sie that were a Propoſal of that Kind to come 


from a Perſon of Weight and Conſequence, there is no doubt 


but that Hundreds would immediately imbark | in it; and when 
E I 
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2 conſider my own Inſignifcancy, much I fear that the Mean- 
neſs of the Propoſer may throw a Diſeredit on the Deſign. 
And yet, Gentlemen, with your Permiſſion, I will endeavour 
to ſhew. that I am not altogether unqualified for ſuch a Taſk. I 
know how difficult a Point i it is to ſpeak of one's Self; I know 
with how bad a Grace any Thing in our own. Fayour comes. 
f from our own Mouths; and yet there are Caſes where i it is not 
only allowable, but neceſſary; not only pardonable, but praiſe- 
worthy. Whether mine be of that Number, you will the better 
judge when you have heard what I have to fay. I kno that 
the Courſe of Life which 1 have led for ſome Years, ſeemingly 
ſo different from the Matter in Hand, will be far from prejudicing 
People in general, in Favour of my Abilities, to execute ſuch a 
Deſign; but if I ſhew that it is that very Courſe of Life which 
has afforded me the chief Lights; nay, that I ſhould not pra- 
bably, had I purſued any other, have been able to make ſuch a 
Propoſal with any Proſpect of Succeſs, 1 hope what I ſhall ſay 
upon that Head will not appear ſuperſtuous. Relying therefore 
on your Candour, for afavourable ee ati u, I will adventure 
1 into i OR Rags: end i eee ? 
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. not yet Cann that my V Father 8 eee was. — 
Education of Vouth; nor was he amongſt he leaſt eminent in 


his Profeſſion. As I ever eſteemed that to be one of the moſt 
uſeful and honourable Stations in Life, I refolved to make 
Choice of it for mine. It was therefore the chief Point I had 
in W in * Coutſe of FU... 
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As had baſſed then two melt fnportant ERP in | Soithing. | 
my School Studies at V etminſter, I was not the worſe qualified 
for the Undertaking; and as I had my Father's Reputation to 

bud — 0 pune very N Propoſals made to me 


upon 
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-wpon that Head. 1 has the moſt W Profped of "OY 
and ſhould: certainly have entered upon the Office, immediately 
_ taking my Degree of Maſter of Arts, but for one Objec- 


Upon the matureſt Deliberation, I thought I aw a great 


| Bias in our early Part of Education; and that too in ſome 
of the moſt eſſential Points. Till I ſhould: be able to remedy 


this, I determined not to enter upon the Employment; and, not 


kking the beaten Way, reſolved to paſs ſome Time in ſearch 


of x new Path. That which chiefly. gave my Mind this Turn, 


Was a Converſation which I once had with Dr. Swift, ſoon after 
my Entrance into the College: He aſked me what they taught 
there? When I told him the Courſe of Reading I was put into, 


he aſked me, Do they teach you Engliſh? No. Do they teach 


you how toſpeak?. No. Then, ſaid he, they teach you Nothing. 


As T was inſtructed from my boyiſh. Pays to reyerence him as 


one of a ſuperior Claſs of Beings, his Sayings always paſſed with. 


me for Oracles, and this particularly ſunk deep into my Mind. 


In my Progreſs thro the College, I had often Occaſion to apply 


it, and long before I had finiſhed my Courſe, was fully con- 
vinced that all our other Studies turn to little Advantage, to the 
Inhabitants of Great. Britain, and Ireland, thro! a Neglect of 


theſe.” I then ſet to work to make myſelf Maſter, if poſſible, 


of thoſe two neceſſary. Branches; but was a long time puzaled 


and perplexed in the Intricacies of a Labyrinth thro which I: 


could find no Clue. After much Time ſpent in this Way, at 

length I found, that there never could be any Settlement of 
the Engliſd Language, nor could it poſſibly be reduced to Rule, 
unleſs the Art of Speaking were firſt reyived. The Grounds of 
eady given to the Publick, need not 
here be repeated; and as the Arguments there uſed, have never 


23341 


yet been refuted, but, on the contrary, have received Sanction 


fromm the Approbation of many judicious Perſans,. have reafan. 
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"Way in the Dark; and my Journey ended in a Chaos, | where 
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0 es on my Way; and that continual Prattice mult be added to 


| — that nothin 2 but my eager Purſuit of the Point i in View, 
-could have made me venture into it. But to come at that pre- 
cious Ore, I ſcrupled not to dig myſelf in the Mine. 1 would 
not here inſinuate that I think the Profeſſion of an Actor in 


b titled to a proportionable Share of publck Eſteem. But the mi- 


8 the Performers at that Time, had brought the Profeſſion itſelf 
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ſued the Point I had in View with ſoenthofiaſtick a Warmth, = 
chat neither Danger nor Difficulty,” not Contempt nor Ignominy 
© Itſelf, unmerited, could have frighted' me from my Purpoſe. 
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ah were ry in Wün- 8 The Revival off the 
long loſt Art of Oratory became, therefore,” the firſt neceflary 
Step towards my Deſign. A Taſk of ſo arduous a Nature, fo 
ſurrounded with Difficulties, - as would have deterred any one 
from the Attempt, who was leſs zealous in the Purſuit of his 
Point. Im my firſt Motions towards it, I was only groping my 


ithere could not be ſaid to be Light, Hobs as — 5 r * 
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< © 5 . * : 
5 e * 5 
: . : * —— * . 
Fenty 


At length I Packs tha Theory: SUES Tn "ver bag u me 


furniſh me with Lights to conduct me to my Journey's End. 
5 * obtain this, there was but one Way open, which was the 
Stage. A Way indeed ſo thorny, ſo dangerous, ſo fullof Pre- 


itſelf mean or contemptible; on the contrary, 1 know of few, | 
(the three great ones excepted). which might contribute more 
to publick Benefit, and which conſequently ſhould be more in- 


ſerable State in which1-found theStage, and the Meanneſs of — 
into ſuch a Degree of Contempt, as was ſufficient to deter a 


young Man of any Spirit, who had gone thro an entire Courſe 
of a liberal Education, from enteting into it. But indeed I pur 


* ſuch was my Motive for VE „ into a Courſe, 
of | z nme 1 
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h Dr. Firofdr. | The j 
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af the Art; and thoſe once known, it was not difficult oY 
Time and Application to race the whole yſtem. 
_ is now. ſome Vears fince I could have undertaken 


©. If it be aſked, why I neglected 
© cution of a Point, which I haye already dec o have beer 5 
he chief RO of all my Actions and Purſuits. i in Liter As | 
Juſt, 1 hope the Anſwer, will not 
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my own Pleaſure 
us I mentioned before, d 


which induced me enter jngothas Cours of Life, T4 


ließ — y oily to. eſtabliſh an orderly and; 3 
Youth and Inexperience, joined to a Temper which had more 
of Warmth. than Prudence in it, made me blind to the innu 
merable Difficulties which lay in my Way; alas l. IJ foreſaw 
not then the thouſandth Part of what I have ſince endured 2 
The miſerable State in kick I found the Theatre in Point of 
Wardrobe, Scenes, and all Manner of Conveniencies, re- 
quired the Piſburſement of: large Sums to ſupply thoſe Defi- 
ciencies ; and the many Theumbrances whitch a long Courſe of 
Mifmianagetnent Hud brought üpon the Stage, would have 

„  ſhewn'to one, better {killed i 1-Calculation, that' there were. 

no probable Expectations of Profit for many Vears to come. 3 
| Add to all this the Loſs ef a en ſiderable Sum in my firſt: ne- 
ceſſity Attempt to fix the Stage on a ſolid Foundation ; "that 
* brovght%s" ee me which che Labour of ſome Years . 

could net Thus I found, "that to look” back was vain + 
the Rubicon wi paſſed, and there was no retteating; my Con- 
dition for ſome" Vears afterwards could be compared only o. 
that of a Gally Slave; I was'chaitied! to an Oar, the Time of 

my Deliverance: uncertain but the neceſſary Condition of. 

LM muſt be inceſſant Labour t TIES arrived. # 


" "th il dif; tables this bins cb of Iife, T tt: 
cheared phy a Proſpect that my Labours would be crown'd,. 4 
with Succeſs ; 3 with the Accompliſhment of both the Points I. 
had In view. The firſt more immediate one that of eſtab-. 
liſhing a regular Stage upon a ſolid and laſtin ig Foundation. | 
The ſecond, that of contributing by this very Means to the 
ultimate End befoto· mentioned. For I conſidered, that uch 
Theatre might * no inconliderable N to an Academy. 
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1 d n 
e ſame M bebe led the Panthers, rnight be the nag. 
in | Muſick the fame who preſided over the Scene-painting,” 
might be thePreceptor. in Drawing; and the ſame who: gave 
moſt Pleaſure by his Performance on the Stage, might be the 
propereſt Maſter in Dancing. The double Eneouragement 
which in this Caſe they would receive, might at all Times fe= 
| cure bo us ſome dee beſt'Miſters in Eur vpe in thoſe ſeveral. 

ts. ee as T had W vo, 1 en Academy, | 


0 . gi. : 7 4 
bl 
1 | I 
9 = 
__ 
8 
1 
"Tv 


were polled of Genius and Talents "oY the” Stage; A 
who "ſhould" have al proper Helps towards fitting them for 
that Profeſſion, it it might be hoped in time, that the Theatre 
would become an admirable Aſfiſtant to the School of Oratory, . 
by furniſhing to the young Students conſtant good Models and 
Examples! in all the different Species of Eloquence. But jolt i 
as pleaſed myſelf withthe near View of the Accompliſhment' of” 
_ theſe my Deſigns, juſt as the Edifice, wllich I thought founded 0 
on a Rock, was nearly completed, and the Attick Story only 
n an = Earthquake n | ods in ons EL 5 


all ries blaſted⸗ The 150 Fruits ge e a nine 
Years inceſſant Toil both of Body and Mind, were the Loſs of 
a conſiderable Sum of Money, by the Whole of my Under | 
taking and x broken Conſtitution. The former of thoſe can be 
inconteſtably proved; tlie latter, I daily and too ſenfily feel... 
When I look ' d back, I had 'the-melancholy View of having 5 
paſſed the beſt of my Days with Loſs to myſelf, and little Ad-- 
vantage to the World: When 1 looked forward, T had: but 2. 
gloomy Proſpect of retrieving what was ' paſſed, loaded asT was 
with an heavy Debt, and deprived by a Diſorder brought on . 
by too intenſe Application of the Power of giving the neceſſary, | 
Anentjon-te: Buſitteſs,. Tiſpeak not this to exite Compaſſion, 
wine though: 


colt. me ſo much Pains 
the dere u. mi, nete be 3 
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for myſell, it would end only i in ſo much Leſo 
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m0 his Talents, in whatever: Profeſſion. or Sphere. of Life be 
ſhall make his ( or i n 
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Gentry any who, would not wiſh-their Sons thus trained Can 


not that to be improved and enlarged? What publick Benefits 

would; reſult from ſuch- a Courſe of, Education, need not be 
1 enumerated; it requires but little Reflection to ſee that it 
would be the ſhorteſt Way to make this one” of the moſt 
flouriſhing Countries in the World. And as to the private 
Emoluments which would follow from it, that Parent muſt 


1 to ſee ſuob a Courſe of Education eſtabliſned, as would enable 

= his Son to make his own Way in the World, and provide for 
himſelf, when that was finiſhed, + independant of any farther 
Aſſiſtance of Money or of Intereſt. Whether this can be done 
in the preſent Courſe, or whether young Gentlemen are quali- 
fied by it to get their Bread in any Way of Life whatever, 


e r 0 | * e 
0 To ell et bu been: aid upon this Subject" ene is an b Ob- 
jection ready to be ſtarted, by ſuch as will not give themſelves 
the Trouble of entering minutely into Diſquiſitions of this Na- 
ture, that if this really were a Point of ſuch Importance to the 
public Weal, as is pretended, it could not fail of having often 
been accurately diſcuſſed by the Pens of many able Men em- 
ployed in the Service of their Country; and it muſt alſo ſome 
time or other have been thought worthy of the Attention of the 
Legiſlature. To this it may be replied, that if ſuch an Argu- 


Attempts, and put a Stop to all Improvements whatſotve. 

But there is no Occaſion to reſt upon this Anſwer; for in fact, 
forme of the ableſt Writers of cheſe Realms have em ployed 

A __ their 


it be done in the preſent Courſe of Education? If not, augbe 


be exceedingly blind to his own Intereſt, who would not with 


except that of turning School - maſters, or private Tutors, may 
be leſt to the Bene wa * e n had the Ex- 
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ment be of any force, it will hold equally good againſt all new 


their Pens in pointingout cho rea Defects in our preſent Mode 
er N l 
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5 en are ws celebrated Names of Milton, c 
ton; Locke, Berkeley, Swift, Addiſon, and many others. Nor 
has any one Writer treated of the Subje& who has not allowed 

5 our 98 ores of Education to be x agony faulty i in the moſt efſen- 
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ee as to the Attentionof the Lege, it can be Wd: | 
; that there was a Time, when one of the beſt and wiſeſt Par- ; 
ments that ever ſat in England, under the Influence of an 
able Miniſter, took this Matter i into the moſt ſerious Confide- 
ration. As this is a Point but little known, I ſhall beg leave 
to lay before you an Account of it, extracted from the ↄth Vol. 
of the Parliamentary Hiſtory. In Pages 337 and 338 of the 
Octavo Edition, printed at London, in 175 , TY: be found 


nenen e V 


„The Lord Admiral (George Villiers L Duke of + W R 
made a Motion to the Houſe of Lords, that ſince the Edu- 
| cation of Youth, eſpecially of Quality and Worth, is a Matter 
5 ET great Conſequence; therefore to provide that ſuch Per- 
* ſons, in their tender Years, do not ſpend their Time fruit- 
« leGly, about the Town, or elſewhere, his Lordſhip wiſhed 
be, | that ſome good and fit Courſe might be taken for the Erection 
Sk 55 5 and Maintenance of an Academy for the Breeding and Bring- 
SE ing up of the Nobility and Gentry of this Kingdom, in their 
3 younger and tender Age; and for a free and voluntary Con- 
1 2 3 from Perſons of Honour: and ar for a 
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5 « This 7 was e 110 and conimended and 
6 many graye and judicious Speeches were uſed by ſeveral 
Lords, touching the moſt conſiderable and material Points, 
and the. perfect Acconipliſhment of this moſt honourable: 
Project. Some concerning the Place where ſuch an Aca- 
"4M * demy ſhould be placed and erected: Others, what Qualifi- - 
© ations, Arts, Sciences, and Exerciſes ſhould be there taught 
and practiſed; then how to be maintained; and to what 
* Kind of young Gentlemen Freedom ſhall be given to reſort 
or live there as they ſhall pleaſe; - with-other Circumſtances.. 
« And in Order that the Matters and Points aforeſaid, might 
with more Conveniency be opened, Ae oor the 2 e 
© was. adjourned Guring Pleaſure... WR Us | 


2 After wandt the Houſe pen a committee to 9 ls 
« of the Academy afore-mentioned, conſiſting of the Prince, 
© the Archbiſbop of Canterbury, the Lord Chancellor; the Archi 
« biſhop of York, the Lord Treaſurer, the Lord Admiral, the- 
Earl of Oxford, &c.. the Lord. Chref Jaltice, and the At- 
forney General, to attend them; 3 to, meet in the Council: 
2 2 at Whitehall.” . 


ior it is, that thi Debates. 3 Procecilings. upon this: - 
important Subject, were not taken down, and ſet forth at. 
large; as conſiderable Lights might have been derived from 
them, in caſe of any Attempt of the ſame Nature. But even 
from this compendious View, we may ſee that it was conſidered. 
as an Affair of the utmoſt Conſequence, when we reflect that. 
the Parliament was adjourned, in order to give Leiſure to the 
Members to diſcuſs ſo weighty. a- Point ; and that upon the 

; moſt. mature Deliberation, the higheſt Perſonages of the State, 

| | bor 


; 6a" * N : 
with the Prince of Wales at their Head, were 1 bs the 
Cn to carry the Beins * "ct 
That the Project fell to the 8 was ant) o owing 
to the Feuds and Diviſions, which, about that Time, broke 
out in Parliament. This Motion was made on the 5th. of 
[| March, and the Proceedings againſt Sir Giles Mompeſſon, Lord 
| Verulam, the Biſhop of Landaff, Sir Francis Mitchell, and Sir 
__ . Henry Telverlon, took up the whole Time and Attention of 
10 1 both Houſes, from the Month of March till the 28th of the 
|| May following, when the Parliament was adjourned by the 
=_ 1 * and was ſoon afterwards diſſolved. 
| 4+ 
1 i Th 55 | "The las of the Spaniſh Morch, and wa ole. 
118 1 | ſome Affairs during that Reign, were the Means of keeping 
1 1 this Matter dormant ; and the untimely End of the Duke of 
. Buckingham, its Author, put the finiſbing Blow to it. That 
[ } 1 it was never afterwards revived, as it is much to be lamented, 
; 1 | Þ, v were e it neceſſary, i is it e to be accounted for. N 
* | But inſtead or waſting Time about ſuch een Points 
_ let the only Conſideration r now be, how it may be reduced to 
= En; 9a OY Tl 
1 | | | 
5 a Delign; o once thought ſo ö ſo necellary, by 
I} the whole Legiſlative Body, . has not fince changed its Nature ; 
[ bl ro nor has! its Ne to the State PIE diminiſhed by Time. i 
1 The Mode indeed of putting it into 1 may be 
1 ; changed. A Society compoſted of learned, wiſe, and honour- 
We able Members, to clear away all the Difficulties, and to build 
1 | | | Ee: 1 up an exact Model, would 4. che 1. National Council 
4 1 c a - mnch 
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much. Trouble , and. give, them Leiſure to attend to the more 
preſſing Exigencies of the State. This is the Method by which 
ſome of the moſt beneficial Schemes for the Good of theſe 
Realms, have for many Vears paſt been ſucceſsfully, conducted. 
Not to mention thoſe in England we have here, in the Dub- 
lin Society, the Proteſtant. Charter Schools, the Linen Manufac- 
tory, the ſe veral Charitable - «Soczeties, and. the Univerfity,” re- 
markable Inſtances of Royal, and parliamentary Munificence: 
And we have now leſs, Reaſon. than ever to ſuppoſe, that any 
Deſign: calculated for 1 Food, will not meet with * 
* Encouragement. ,,, nn 1 


"sf" 


Penney” the ST Anil to Individuals to become Mem- 
bers of ſuch a Society, it will not be the leaſt, that they have 
che Sanction of one of the beſt Parliaments that ever ſate in 
England in the Precedent before quoted. Nor is there a Prince 
of Wales wanting of equal Hopes, who would probably not 
think himſelf: diſhonoured by preſiding over ſuch. a Society, 
and enſuring Succeſs to their Endeavours. And ſure there can. 
be no Doubt, but that a Society, eſtabliſhed to bring about a 
Point productive of ſuch. public and private Advantages, would 
be as uſefully, as nobly, and as cz, u PROS: as T. 
other — « 4 on lieb 0 211 0 


hd 


- Fix Vy uſeful; * ha ee of. 8 tor | 
1 the inſenſible Earth; by planting, and the Arts of. 
Gardening, to adorn the Face of God's Creation, ſhall the 
Improvement of the conſcious Qwner. of the Land be deemed 
not ; worthy; of Regard ? Shall the Care of Ornamenting the. 
Nobigſt Work of God be thought ſuperfluous ?. If the. training 
of Horſes, Dogs, and other Animals for the Uſe or Sport of. 
n if ** FRI of vnging Birds; if the rearing, of cu- 
zu H , Tious 
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K 
be thought Obects not unx 
of many Societies, eſtabliſhed for thoſe — cal the 
Rearing and Training of their own Children, be confidered 
by Parents as a Matter of leſ Importance? If it be laudable to 
encourage the liberal Arts, ſhall it be a Work without Praiſe, 
to inſpire thoſe, for whoſe Uſe and Delight theſe Arts are en- 
ed, with a true Taſte and Reliſh for them; 
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I it be noble to erect ſtately structures, Temples of Lime 
and Stone in Honour of the Deity, ſhall it be leſs glorious to 
build up Man? To raiſe up living Temples to the living God, 
and make them worthy, of his Preſence? 

In ſhort, would not a Society - eſtabliſhed with a View to 
ſapply the Wants, improve the Faculties, -and adminiſter to 
the Enjoyments of the rational, the intellectual, the immortal 

Part of Man, be as honourably employed, as any of thoſe who 
have only for cheir O jects the animal, the ſenſual, the periſh- | 
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It is not much to the Honour of theſe Realms, it is no fa- 
vourable Omen of our future Proſperity, that whilſt our Neigh- 
bours, the once deſpiſed French, by a Number of Academies, 
and Societies, are labouring to cultivate, and improve every 
Faculty of the Soul, we ſhould be wholly abſorbed in the Care 
SCT 


Let it be the Glory, let it be the Boaſt of this Country, 4 
of the Brit Dominions, IRELAND firſt led the Way, in 
Inſtitution the belt calculated to revive the antient Honour + 

| theſe Realms; to prevent the Shame, as well as Ruin which an 
acknowledged Superiority in our Rivak muſt in Time bring 
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rent of many others, and in a ſhort Space of Time diffuſe a ge- 


a. *. 
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N VU Upon the whole, if the scheme appears chimerical, uſeleſs, 
or irrational, let it periſh, let it be obliterated, let no Memorial 
of it remain. But if otherwiſe, may the Author of all good 
Works inſpire your Hearts with an ardent Zeal, to promote an 
ndertaking which will redound ſo much to your own Ho- 
nour; which will be productive of ſuch Benefit to the riſing 
Generation, and hand down ſuch Bleſſings to Poſterity. May 
every true Lover of his ry, contribute all in his Power 


N to her former State of Splendor, when the 
Vouth of Europe crowded to her from all Sides for Education; 
when, like a Lamp ſet on high, ſhe illuminated the Nations 
all around, when ſhe had the glorious Appellation of the Wand 
Cl ala = 5 


of this kind would pro robably ſoon become the pa- 5 


